Sixth Grade Language Arts/ Ms. Banks
J.A. Dobbins Middle School

Yearly Syllabus for 2015-2016
Course Goals:  The sixth grade English curriculum is designed to encourage the following goals:

· Students will learn to write effectively and to use standard edited English appropriately.

· Students will read literature with pleasure and interpret meaning from material read.

· Students will speak with confidence and listen with understanding. 

Texts and Novels:  CLASS SET OF BOOKS ONLY

· Elements of Language , Holt, Rinehart, and Winston Publishers
· Literature, Glencoe
· Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul, Jack Canfield

· The Watsons go to Birmingham. Christopher Paul Curtis
· Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, 
· The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, John Boyne

· Hatchet, Gary Paulsen
· The Outsiders, S. E. Hinton
Grading Policy:  Your grade will be determined by the following categories:

Formative Assessments (class assignments/homework assignments/quizzes)     
    40%

Summative Assessments (tests/reports/projects/formal papers)                                     
    60%

  Class Expectations: 

1. All written work must be written in blue or black ballpoint pen.  Pencil will be allowed on drawings, diagrams, and writing lab activities.  It is preferred that all final copies of projects or reports to be typed or in blue/black ink pen on the front side of the paper only.  

2. Use standard white, wide-ruled paper.  Please do not turn in assignments on spiral notebook paper.  Spiral notebooks are not acceptable for completing class work or homework.  

3. Always have materials that you need for class.

4. Because instructional time is very important, students will be expected to go to the restroom during specified restroom breaks. 
Behavior Expectations:

Students are expected to adhere to other conduct rules as outlined in the Student Agenda/Handbook.

Make-up Work:  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain make-up work from the teacher.  Work missed when absent will be due according to Board of Education policy.  Missing work not due to absences will be accepted ONE day after the due date. A deduction of ten points per day will be taken for any missing work Long-term projects/papers are due when a student returns from an absence if due date falls during the absence.

CURRICULUM MAP

Curriculum Schedule:  The following schedule is subject to change in order to meet the needs of the students.
	First Nine Weeks
	Second Nine Weeks

	· Reading Primary Focus: Informational Integration of Literary Text
· Writing Focus: Narrative 
· Routine Writing: Notes, summaries, process journals, and short responses across all genres
	· Reading Primary Focus: Literary Integration of Informational Text
· Writing Focus: Informative
· Routine Writing: Notes, summaries, process journals, and short responses across all genres

	Third Nine Weeks

· Reading Primary Focus: Informational Integration of Literary Text
· Writing Focus: Argumentative
· Routine Writing: Notes, summaries, process journals, and short responses across all genres
	Fourth Nine Weeks

· Reading Primary Focus: Literary Integration of Informational Text
· Writing Focus: Review of all Writing
· Routine Writing: Notes, summaries, process journals, and short responses across all genres
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